Lane 1. die Feb. 1696. 


Ordered, ; 
Hat the Thanks of this Houſe be 
given to Doctor Lancaſter, for the 

Sermon by him Preached before them, 
upon Saturday laſt, at St. Margaret's 
Weſtminſter. And that he be deſired to 
Print the ſame, and that M* Robert 
Berty and M* Drake do acquaint him 


therewith. 


Paul Fodrell, Cl. Dom. Com. 
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A | 
SERMON 
Preached before the Honourable 


Houſe of- Commons. 


Lamenrt. V. 16: 


The Crown is fallen from our Head, Wo to 
us, for we- have ſinned. | 


cation; and if we look into 2 Chron. 35. 
25. We ſhall find that this Lamencation 
was for the Death of King Zoſtah: The words of 
that place in Chronicles are theſe, And Jeremiah 
lamented for Joſiah, and all'the ſinging men and 
ſinging women ſpake of Joliah in their lamentations 
to this day ; and made them an Ordinance in 1(tacl, 
and behold they are written in the Lamentations. 
From thele words, | conclude, That the Pro- 
phet 1n this place, ſpeaking of the downfall of 
the Crown, does it with relation tQ the Death 
of that great and good King :- The: Chronicle 
B Wit- 


T HE Words are part of Feremy's Lamen- 


Tech 12. 
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witneſſes, That Feremy made Lamentation. for 
him, and that it was contain'd and written in 
the Lamentations: And fince theſe Words of the 
rophet BY well expreſs p,,we mult believe 
67oſiah's downfall Aras theaccaſion'of therh. 
eMvasa Partcrn for all-Princes; andthe Mourr\- 
ing which was to be in Fadah and Feruſalem for 
him, was to, be a Pattern for ajt Lamemation. 
The V/opher Zethdsy, when He forerdlls the 
Paſſion and dying of our Lord Jelus upon. the 
Crols, ſays, There-ſhall be ſuch mourning for 
Him as was for Zoſtah ; That they ſhall look on him 
whom they have pierced :- which S. Fohn C. .19:- ex- 
plains and applies to. our Sayiour expoſed, and 
wounded,and bleeding upon the Crols. And then 
the Prophet adds, v.1 r. That in that day there ſhall 
be great mourning in Feruſalem, as the mourning of 
Hadadrimmon ini the valley of Megiddon. TheT.a 
memation: for: our Lord, it is' here foretold, 
ſhould be as great'as that for 7ohah, who was 
llainin theField of Battle at Megzddo; which 
{cems to have been the greatelt Mourning that 
was ever kaown-1n ffrael. 
. The words then lhave fuffciently explam'd by 
ſhewing cheoccaſion of them : and the fame Hi- 
{tory ſays;That hereupon an Ordinance was made in 
ifrael; and the Book which was written many 
years, at leaſt ſome-reigns'fter- Foſe#5's- Death, 
fys,the obſeryation of that Ordinance:was oy. 
tINUC 
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tinned a. very lang tmae, They ſpeak, of His in 
their iLamentation to_ his day;:.So;thati-we may: 
conclude thus much from: that. Hitiary, xbac 
when Foſiah was ſlam, there: was 10! Iraet ian 


Act, an:Ordinance, a Law. tmade fora folcmer 


yearly Mourmng for cycr. 


We {ce then; we arc now aſſenbled by a Com 


made after a Precedent of great Antiquuy, and I. 
may add, of much greater Authority. And fince 
Providence has for our Sims givervus the like. Oc+ 
caſion, let us implore. his mercitul Acceptanceiof 
the ike Mourning and Humiliation: and of our 
Serviceand Sorrow'in Obcdience to.the Law in 
our own Nation,made after theexampleof Zſrae!, 


and.of this Drvine Ordinance, wherein. the: W1l-. 


dom ofHeaven was moſt. unmediately concern'd:. 
The Civil 'Magiſtrate'may, by. what-Rulcs he: 
pleaſes, enquire. aftcr Perſons diſaffe&ted;. and: 
uncaly to the Governmentz.: bur: methinks: 1; 
were. very natural co ſuſpect all. ſuchiperfons as 
dangerous to Kings and States; who-rejoyceand; 
ſeem to' triumph at: the. fall of one 'ofrhe-/beſt iof 
Kings; and atthe promotion of the worſt of Men' 
and Murderers into his place. It cannorbeſafe 
laughing, whena Nation, ppon ſo good:reafſon,: 
1s-commanded to be all in Tears;: not :onlylott! 
God ſhould be angry;whibſe Judgmentsare there>" 
by delpiſed; butalfoleſt that: Man who cawibe/ 
Merry. 'upornho {; 1dandataontableam occaſion, 
oy Pry B 2 ſhould 


I 
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ſhould be thought pleas'd with the publick Sor- - 
row, and that common Calamity -which was 
the cauſe of it. - [310 {rh 

\ Every Man's experience tells him thus much, 
- that what we are glad of, we wiſh may happen 
frequently ; and that occaſion and matter of Joy 
can 'never come too often: ſo-that ſhould: the 
Anmverſary for one Prince's Murder be to any 
Man a day of Joy, I ſhould ſuſpe&t that Man 
wiſhes more fuch days as theſe ; and that we'may 
have many ſuch reaſons for Feremy to lament. / 

On the other hand, what a Man forrows, and 
gricves, and-mourns for, he wiſhes may never be 
repcated;;.and that he may never hear of the 
like again. So that. days of Humiliation{as they 
have ſometimes been ferviceable to Hypocritie) 
may .ſerve:for -Politick Ends and Purpoles, as 
well as Religious; to ſecure Princes from all at- 
tempts of crucl and bloody Men, by creating 
an averſion to ſuch! barbarous Practices upon 
them, inthe minds of all Men. 

\Te1s very natural for Sorrow and Shame to 
fill the Mind with horror and diſlike of all 
Eventsor Actions which cauſed ſorrow;'to pol- 
{ſs the Mind with a principle and habitual de- 
ſire to prevent ſuch Actions for the time to 
come'; and all the Efforts and Endeayours 
which are made towards them. 

The:Zews had therefore very good reaſon. p 
I T3{. INAKC 
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make an Ordinance for a yearly: Mourning tor 
Zoftah, as all- other States and Governments have 


- upon the like occaſion; becauſe ſorrow andat- 


fiction for the untimely Death of one King, 
diſpoſes. the: Mind to Care-and. Vigilance over 
the Life-and Welfare of another. And I think 
common Charity will:teach us to: believe, That 
he who now does his. duty to God, and 1s juſt 
to the Blefled Memory of chis day's Martyr, can 
do no injury-to:the State or Perfon of his pre- 
ſent-. Succeſſor ; /nor give way to fo much as a 
Thought which may:prejudice the Intercit of 
that Brave Man, who through ſo many Perils, 
has aſſerted the Religion and Honour of the- 
Engliſh Nation. i&-364b. + 4134 
-, We may reckon upon Two forts of Men who 
areavowed Enemies to-our preſent Conſtitution: 
The' Firſt 'are thoſe little Wretches, who yet 
dare mcditate great and Bloody Villanics; and 
cndeayour the Confuſion of their own Native: 
Country,. by Afﬀaſhnes, and bringing 'in upon 
us a Foreign Power. Theſe: are nov to: be neg- 
lected, becauſe little ; fince'it has often been 1n- 
the power of Wretches, and. {mall things, to: 
do great miſchicts. Bur, 

Secondly, There are other Enemies'who are 
far more powerfull, and who have hit upon the: 
only ftratagem. in the World which-can undo 
us: Such arc they who.cndeayour to make God. 

our 


— 
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our Enemy; and to. rob us of his Cate and' Faz 
vour,.ta whomalonewe owe aur Protection and 
Peace., When tbe Aloughty:thunders, and when 
his Judgments ate abroad, he expects weſhould 
ercmbleand:be atraid;: and not liveas: if we: ct 
ther defid Heaven, and God, and iProvidence; 
or «1d not belicyerhem;:;Now the:takuwgraway 
the moſt P:ious and: beſt of::Kings, by:theimoſt 
wnp1ous and inhumane Practices, and by a Cyl 
. War, where Subjeet was againit:Sovereign; Fa» 
ther agamſt 'Son, ; Bonds of: Aﬀedtion, Friend: 
ſhip; Blood and Nature;:all diffolv'd, and (Hell 
broke looſe, was certainly a very dreadfull Judg- 
ment of God'upon a Pcople, tho' ut were no 
worſe; and if we be not ſen{iblo:of it; God can 
make.us know and underſtand 1t:to our .ſor- 
row, (-which Heaven forbid!;) by bringing up- 
on us again the hike Calanuty. 1 fav, the'Deſo- 
lations which attended the downfall of God's 
Anointed; will bear Witneſs, that God wasvery 
Angry ; and 1t'is but modeſty in duſt and aſhes 
ro;haumble our ſelves :under the ſence: of his' 
diſpleaſure. 
. I do not now conſider. the Death of King: 
Charles, as a Sin,much lcſs asa Murder, and a Na+- 
rzonal Murder, the moft crying of all Sims. Stp- 
poſe he had only fallenas Foſieh did by a chance! 
Arrow from a Bow ; or by a Ball or Darc, which 


—_— no Perfons, nor has knce to diftmguilty 
berwixt 


"FS 
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betwixt 'righe ahd wrong; yet *were it for.no 
other reaſon, but becauſe his Death was one of 
God's Judgments, which are all terrible; andab- 
ſtractng-trom the: Sin and Crime that lie heavy 
upon'this Nation'; we have flillreafon, as 7 
dah and Feruſalem had, to:lamenty and to con- 
tinue our Mourning, as 'well as the Memory 
of God's Anger- and Indignation.: 

Think then who! are/xhey1ehat feaſt- and: re- 
joyce; that make thisa'Day of Paſtitne and Re- 
creation, which the Almighty/:made'a day of 
Vengeance; which the Churcly has ſet a part for 
aday of Mourning; which the Law, has'appoint-. 
edfor/a foltmn Faſt : thinkagaim, whoarethey 
rhat provoke God-to' anger, by defpiling chele 
bs Judgments, and ridiculing'thc Signs and To- 
kens of his heavy Difpleaſure; and then fee if 
thele be novthe Enomnes we are molt in danger 
of./7 Thde:are the Men who are"to make'God 


, our -Enemy ;and when they have dont that, ir 


s in vain they boaſt of their Fidelity, and of their 
other Services to this'or any Eſtabliſhment. 
They are better men, and better friends to this: 
thar Country, who arm Rufttans; then' they 
who arm' God 'and' Heaven and Proyidenee- a- 
gainſt'us;and who-put'theSword uo the Hand 
of thede(troying Angel to- undo us. Other Foes 
may! haveas:ntuch Malicez'burcannor do half 
the Muſchicf, as .they -who-dety- God and his. 

- 1 | Ordt- 
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Ordiidances, arc able to do. We tcar the ſecret 
Contrivances and Conſfpiracies of ill Men at 
home; we' are,providing againſt the Afaults of 
a.crazy; Mortal from abroad, ; and of : Forces 
which could not ti} this Day-have ſtood before 
us, but as our Sins.and our Follies had given 
them advantage over us, and kept them up: 
but there's no. fencing nor. fighting againſt 
Heaven ; it our 'openidefiance of God's Judg- 
ments provoke Hin to; puniſh,'or to forſake us. 
And thus I have ſhewn that the taking away 
a good King, though conſider'd only as God's 
Judgment -upon_a People, and not their Crime, 
yet ought to- be remember'd with. the laft de» 
degree of Humiliation; and looked'upon as a 
Sign that God was difpleaſed with that Land, 
which he made the Theatre whereon was 
ſhed ſo much Innocent Blood. No:man fin'd 
when Jofrah was ſlain wn Battle ; yet the; Wil- 
dom of God and the. Nation (only becauſe-he 
was killd in the Field) made a Law for: a 
yearly Mourning for Him,. through all furure 
ASCS, | | 
| I now cometo Two particular Reaſons which 
I find in the Hiſtory of Joſrah, why the people 
made fo great, and ſo umyerſal Lamentation 
tor Him. | | 
_ Firſt, A Prince was flain :n' Batcle, whoſe. 
Clemency, and Goodneſs; and whoſe Zcal tor 
Religion, 


whoſc 


al fOC according to the Law of the Lord. 
C 


e\ig10N 
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Religion, had created Him: a general Eſteem 
and Veneration among all his People. 

Secondly, The Jews had reaſon to mourn, 
and to be afflicted, when he dycd ; becauſe ir 
was propheſied, that the Calamity of that Nati- 
on ſhould commence and bear date from the 
very day 7ofiah ſhould be taken trom them. 

Firſt, The Firſt Reaſon why the Fews made ſo 
great Mourning tor ofiah, was, becaulc his Cle. 
mency and Goodnels, and his great Picty had 
got him a general Eſteem and | Veneration a- 
mong his Pcople. Now the reſt of the afs of Jo- 


ſlah,and his Goodneſs, or Clemency and Kindneſs, 


by 


2 Cl row. 


34» © 4, 
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® 
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according to all that is written in the Law of the 2 Chron, 
Lord, behold they are in the Book, of the Kings of 3% ** 


Iſrael and Judah. 

Here 1s then an Argument for the Peoples 
Mourning, and for an Ordinance to eſtabliſh a 
vearly Mourning ; becauſe Violence had taken 
from them not only a great Prince, but alſo a 
very good Man: his Clemency became his Pur- 
ple; and his Goodneſs or his Graces ſhone 
brighcer- than all the Jewels in his Crown. He 
was Religiouſly Good; he was Good out of 
Principle and Conſcience, and not only out of 
Policy, and in appearance ; his- Goedneſs, or, as 
the Hebrew reads 1t, his Clemency and Kind- 
neſs would endure the Touchſtone; for, it was 


Now 


Now this 15 the true Standard 'for all Virtue 
and he who can walk accorUing t© this Rule, 1 
an. This 154 Law that-1s fit tO be 
the Study and Care of Princes 3 becauſe by 1 
they not only hold their Crown and Digiuty ON 
Earth, but allo hope for a more laſting Iabert- 
tance and Crown in Heaven. No wonder then 
if goodncls win upon the FIcatts and Aftcctions 
of all ihe World ; for moſt Men arc in love 
with Vertu; though few will practiſe it: 
And therefore 2 greater thing cannot be ſaid 
of any Man, nor of any Kg Or Prince of thc 
Sons of McD> than that he's good According tO 
God's LaV : other Excellencics may make a Man 


bur it is 1s Coodneſs, and his only, th2r givcs 
hum Immortality, anG-® Name an  Hortpur,. 
that will cndurc for ever- 

'The Hiſtory tells us, That Tofiah came very 


at thar Age Want UnderſtandWs; arid'W i{orn, 
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Minority we ate undet Tutclage and. Govern- 
ment of others we ſuppoſe, wiſer then our felves ; 
and Honeſt as wcll as able to direct and, ma- 
nage our Afﬀairs ; who yert.have many failings, 
at the very beaſt; and great allowances / muſt 
be made even for their lofirminies : Bur this 
young Prince choſe for the Guide and Conduct 
of his, Infancy, the Ancient of Days; and of hini 
to learn\. Experience, who himſelt knew all 
things by Intuition, and at the firſt fight. 
Here we have a Guardian who! can detend hs 
Charge, and protect his Orphan, again(t the 
lInyatons; and, Incroachments: of his 'greedy 
Neighbourt:: Here is a Counſellor. who knows 
the.{tate of Nations, and: ſees into all affairs of 
Princes both Foreign and at Home: He knows 
what's: done;in: this Cabal; 1n'that Cabinet. 1n- 
the-ather Conclave; nay, He knows the Hearts, 
and underſtands our Thoughtslong'ibetbre. So: 
that a Child, and! Infant of a King, under His 
Conduct, : ſhall undermine the Counſels of Achi- 
tophel him(Elt. 

It is {aid of 7oftah, That he. choſc David for 
Ins Pattern, whom: he. would imitate, without 
g010g alide to: the.right or left: hand. - Now: 
David wasaiglorious'Precedenr for any: Poten- 
rate: oni;Earth i ro take Example»by: He was 
great ini Arms; and in Religion ;/ amired?for 
Courage, and:tor Devonion: and. ( to- _— 

2d C 2 a 
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all the World, that Religion does not make 
Cowards) He was therefore Great 1n the 

Field, becauſe Devout at the Altar, and 1n th 
Houſe of | God. | | T5 
I ſhall .nor give any account-' of the many 
eminent Vercues either of Joſiah, or the Mar- 
tr; thoſe of the Jatter which were moſt in 
View and in Exerciſe, were Paticnce and Per(c- 
verance; and it is but Melancholy diſcourſing 
- on theſe Vertues, as well as practifing them. 
They were both of them Zcealous for Religion,. 
and for Reforming to the True, Ancient and 
Primitive Way 7 They both ftudied ro adorn 
the Temple, and to ſerve God in the Beauty 
of Holineſs: It was their Endeavour to cleanſe 
the Houſe of God from Sordidnels gnd Super-. 
Ririon;; and to diſtinguiſh it from. a Gaol, or'x 
Den of Thieyes: And if others had but been- 
as Careful to 5.0 ſerved Them, as they were 
Active and Induſtrious to ſerve their God ;- 
they might. have. had a much. more. proſpe- 
rous and longer Reign, over a far better | and 
far more happy Peopk. | 
And yet it 15 not to be wonder'd at, That: 
fo much Vertue and Picty, that ſo pure a Zeal 
for Religion and the Love of God, ſhould ſome-- 
ume happen to. be utterly over-run-and:ruin'd' 
by the grofſeſt Atheiſm and Hypecrifie, that 
eycr palsd upon Mankind. Our Zofpahs was- 
bound. 
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bound up to the ſtricteft Honour, Truth, and 
Jaftice;z and could do nothing which might be 
2 blemiſh to any of theſe, though 1t. were to. 
ſave a Kingdom : when as his Enemies were for 
Liberty ; and (as their practice explain'd it) 
were to be confin'd to no Rule or Principle ; 

were to be bound by no Law or Promilc, but 


to act purely, and entirely, as their Intereſt! 


ſhould direct. 


I3 


If a Man make a Conſcience of Truth and; 


Jaſtice, then Liberty of Conſcience 1s very good, 
and men (cldom want 1t: but where there 1s no 


Conlcience, all Mcn muſt own, that Liberty is- 


very dangerous ;.it then becomes Licentiouſnels, 
or a Liberty fuch as our Martvr's Enemies made 
their own, and which was allow'd to none be- 
{dcs, to kill;and to take Polleſlion;and' to wadc 
through the blood of Innocents, to every thing 
they imagined would enrich, honour,or advance 
them: 

And thus FE have done with. my fir? Reaſon. 
why fo great Lamentation for 7oftah. He was 
Religiouſly good; and. the loſs of ſuch a Prince 
1s hardly to be repaired.s 

Secondly, The Fews/ had: reaſon. to-mourn, 
when Tola 4b dyed; becauſe 1t was prophicly'd to: 
them, That their Calamity and Miſery ſhould 
commence from the very day that 7oſiah ſhould 
be taken away from them. 


It: 
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Ic was told them by Huldab the Prophetels. | 

Thar God Was iy angry With that people, and 

that Nic had greadfull Judgments in Reſerve: 

n whereby rO po ſh the Oboe of the 7 Zenilh. 
Nation: lar tha t for Joſ! iab s as that molt 

' prous* and moſt rel1g10us Prince, NE would not 
execute his Vengcancc ſo long as PC ſhould 
live; but would defer bus Indjgnation t1ll that 
great, good Man Gould be carry 9 50 his Grave 
in Peace: War then, and from that time, Iſrae? 
ſhould bca miſcrable and an \Micted People; and 
a hifling and FR aſtoniſhment tO all Nauons,, 


According to "this Decree rev -caled to, | and 
for cold them by the Propherels, all chings ÞC- 
£11 them: 7oſl -11/s Sons and Succeſlors W.EIC ONC 
of them carry d Away ÞY Necho King of Egypt 


and then his EY bored out, tat he might [cc 
no more of the Milery V which he Was £0 ſuffer. 
w {ince (15 Was ll forcrold then a and that 
all cheir temPpora ral Bliks and Happinels depended 
on the Thred of Joſiab's lite no wonder they 
made. great | amentation, when nc dycd- 
| The A NCIENtS reporee ed, that. in 7799 there Was 
an image, which tne F digyed, fell from Hea- 
ven, which ſo long ft they could preſerve als. 
with- 
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within their Walls, would'preferve them ſucceſs- 


of it was to foretc]] theMauin of their City and 


| full againſt all en of : but the loſs 


LIMI 


Civil Government. King®Feſtah was this Image, 
and gave the ſame ſecurity to Fudab and Feraſa- 
tem; and they were well: aſſured, that whilſt 
this Palladinm was amonrig them, no Injury 
could befall chem either from-Heaven or Earth; 
for he who 1is Lord of both, had * given his 
Word- for 1t. 

He thercfore falling in Megiddo, cauſed this 
Lamentation among the People ; their Peace, 
their Plenty, their Laws, Religion'andLives were 
all in Danger whery he' was' in Peril, or in the 
leaſt Diſtreſs; all their Glory was caſt down 
wheryhe fell in Battle ; and the Arrow that 
wounded him, went to'the Heartof eycry good 
Man 1n Is Dommiohs. 

Thus 1s therefore my ſecond Reaſon for ſo great 
Mourning in Zerzſalem at that time. 

Now gtve'me leave to apply theſe Reaſons of 
Fudahy and cape Lamentation tor their 
King;-who Fel in Bale, atid was fJain in the 
Valley or Plain of Megi, 46, There was upon 
it ar Ordinance, a Law made. for a. ſokemn 
Mourning; ati& w-was obſerved\even' atrer the 
Zewiſh Monarchy was deſtroy'd. I hope 'our 
Law of the ſame nature, made after that Divine 
Exatyple, and qtdained for the fanje end aid: 

purpoſe, 


+; 
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purpoſe, may long continue together with: che 
Engliſh Monarchy ; and even for that very cnd, 
that the Monarchy may long endure. The ews * 
Mourning for Foſiah endured longer then their 
Kingdom. Their yearly Faſt for Gedaliah, not- 
withſtanding their Diſperſion, 1s religiouſly ob- 
ſerved by them to this day; and although 
they arc broken and ſcattered abroad in all - 
Nations; and among all Languages ; yet their 
Lamentation 1s continued with one Voice, and 
one Conſent. 

It were not hard to make it appear, That we 
have as great Reaſon to continue our Huimilia- 
tion, as the Zews had for 7oftah : and, may be, 
it were happy for us 1t we had not other, and 
greater Reaſons for this day's Soleminity, - then 
the Zews hadz Joſtah was {lain by a forcign Po- 
wer : He fell in Battle, and was killed in the heat 
of Blood ; Himſclt was in a Diſguiſe, and un- 
known; and an Arrow ſhot at Random, wound- 
cd Him that He dycd: His own Pcople were no 
way guilty ; His Death could not be charged 
upon any of them; nor was their Land. pur 
under a Curſe, or dcfiled with Innocent Blood. 
Let the Armies of Egypt and Pharaoh Necho 
anſwer for it: Jeruſalem and Judah had no hand 
1n It. 

Tofiah was not murder'd-by His own Sub- 


jects, nor try'd, condemn'd, and executed by 
Men 
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Men whom he.had patronis'd and promoted 


to Wealth and Honour : Fofrah was not brought 
to the: Bar or Scaffold, by Men who fought 
againſt his Perſon by his own Commiſſion ; nor 
did he dic by thg hand of Thieves and Rob- 
bers, who, when they had lain the Heir, diyi- 
ded among them the Inheritance. Zoftab's Enc- 
mies were all of them of another Countrey, and 
had never vow'd Duty, nor ſworn Allegiance 
to him : and ſuch Men may have, by the Laws 
of Nature and Nations, a greater Liberty to 
invade and make War, then Men born and 
educated in his own Dominions. 

But then, If the Kihg of Zudah, only fallen 
in Battle, and (lain by a foreign Encmy, cauſed 
ſo general Lamentation, and ſuch as was con- 
tinued through the Reigns of all the ſucceed. 
ing Kings, till che Babyloniſh Captivity; and 
which was obſerved even 1in the time of Cyrus, 
and the Perſian Monarchy ; ( as the laſt Chap- 
ter of 2 Chron. docs ſufficiently evince: ) How 
much greater, and more laſting Humiliation 
ſhould Ours be, who have the Guilt of Inno- 
cent Blood at our own Doors ? A Prince; who 
was Himlelt all Picy and Compaſhon, ſenten- 
ced and put to Death by -cruel and-bloody 
Men; a King who had been a kind Father to 
his People, worry'd and devour'd-by his own 
Children! here 1s Guilt that may demand Hu- 
m:Jation, 
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muliation, till the Day of . Judgment. 

The Almighty has ever declared to the 
World, That*he Blood of the pooreſt Inno- 
cent defiles the Land ; and that whole King- 
doms and Countries have a long time Jain 
under the Curſe and Cry'of it. Ancient Wiſe 
Men fill 'd their Tragedics, and loaded- their 
Scenes with God's Julgmcnts upon Murder ; 
Theatres groancd under the weight of publick 
Guilt; and Towns and Cines felt the Cala- 
mity, cſpecially upon the Eftulion of Royal 
Blood, 'N; To ain Yapatoy Tov: Lord, ( lays 
Oedipus 1n Sophoctes) What a ſtorm of Vengeance 
fal's upon our City for this King's Blood? The 
very Heathen Gods ſeem not to have been at 
reſt, till che Blood of Innocents was atoned for, 
or revenged; and the Saints in Heaven, and 
Souls of Martyrs now with God, though them: 
{clves all flaming Charity and Love to Man- 
kind, yer call for Vengeance upon the Earth, 
for the Innocent Blood that has been ſhed up- 
on it. And I ſaw ( lays S:Jobn,) ander the Altar, 
the Souls of them that were. ſlain for the Word of 
God. ---- And they (cryed with a loud Voice, ſaying, 
How long, 0 Lord, holy, and true, doft thou ot 
judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on 
'the Earth? So that in Caſe of Blood, 'even 
Mercy it ſelf turns cruel, and calls for Juſtice, 
and cannot reſt till it be reyeng'(d. - _ 

n 
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And now, whether we believe Moſes or S. Zohn, 
or cven Sophocles the Tragedian; They all with 
one Voice conclude, That a Drop of Innocent 
Blood 1s enough to bring a Deluge of Miſery 
upon a Nation. 

But who will deny, That Innocent Blood 
was ſhed as on This Day, and in This Land; 
and not only the Blood ofa Man, who had 

. done no harm ; but under whom we mighe 
have cnjoy d both Wealth and Honour ; who 
nouriſhed Arts, encouraged Learning, advan- 
ced Religion, maintain'd the Peoples Liberties, 
pardon'd great Offenders; and at laſt was be- 
trayd, and put to Death, by many of thole who 
had been forgiven by him. 

Alt-Nations have owncd, That Kings are Fa- 
thers of their Countrey ; and the Voice of Ci- 

F vilizd and Learned Nations, is the Voice of 
Nature and of God: Now for a Man to mur- 
der his own Father, 1s oft all fins of the worſt 
kind, the very worſt, and moſt clamorons, 
and cries loudeſt to Heaven for Vengeance. 

In ſhort then, The People had no fin to an- , 
twer for, when Fo/iah dicd ; and yet they had 
Mourning by an Ordinance, and by a Law: 
but in our caſe, the People of This Nation flew 
their own Prince, and. had their Hands dyed 

» 1n the Blood of ther Sovereign ; .of Him, who 

by Birth, Tile, Poſſeion, Care, Kindneſs, 
D 2 Courte- 
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Courteſic, and every thing chat could either 
give or purchale Right; was Father of his 
Countrey. 

It is not very difficult to diſcern how the 
Almighty has ever {ince chaſtiſed and ſcourged 
This Nation; and how that horrid Murder, 
and Eftuſion of Sacred Blood, has been the 
Cauſe of many publick Calamities This Land 
has fince groaned under. His Death was accom- 
panied with the Blood of Thouſands, other 
great Men ; and He went to Heaven with a 
royal Army of Martyrs to attend upon Him: 
Then 1t was, That Men's Honeſty was their 
Crime, and Wealth and good Eftates were to 
others as bad as Felony. It were endlels to 
reckon up, how many brave Men were eblig'd 
ro fly for their Lives ; to pray for Sanctuary, 
and Protection 1n a Forcign Land ; to take Ser- 
vice 1 another Nation, thcreby to cſcape a 
moſt wretched Bondage and Captivity in their 
own Countrey. - 

We have bcen ever fincc (and may bc not 
without Reaſon ) under Fears and Jealoulics of 
a' Foreign Religion; even the Blcflings. and 
Sweets of the Reſtauration, were made bitter 
to us, by the Wormwood and Gall of Super- 
ſtition infuſed into our Cup ; and by the 'en- 
deayours which have been uſcd to bring our 
Souls into Bondage. © Only the. Wiſdom and 

Good- 


before the Houſe of Commons, 21 


Goodneſs of Heaven in this mighty Revolu- 


tion, we hope, may free us from thoſe Appre- 
henſians of Superſtition coming 1n among us, 
the Equivocal Offspring of that otherwiſe happy 
| Reſtauration. But (t:]] we muſt remember who » 
| - _ firſt drove thoſe Kings into a Countrey, where 
' they might be caught Superitition; and that 
if they had not when young, been purſucd out 
of their own- Land, they would not have been 
- tempted by the Gods of other Kingdoms : if 
« they had been Educated under their own Fa- 
ther, in their own Countrey, under their own 
Laws, and ſuffered to breath their own Native 
Air, they might have been zealous Patrons of 
the Religion and Intereſt of thur own Nation : 
and the Miſeries we have lJaboured under, upon 
that account, will, in a good meaſure, lye at 
the doors of thoſe, who drove them out of the 
Church, into the Idols Tcmplc. 

And having thus far afhgn'd, and apply'd 
the Reaſons of Fudah's Lamcntation; give mc 
leave to ſum up what other things L have in- 
cerwoven with this Lilcourle, Thave ſhewn, 

Firſt, That the downfall of that good King, 
whom wc now lament, taking all the Mulcrics 
that did belong to it, from firlt co laſt, was'a — 
molt viſible mark of God's Dilpleaſure ; and, 
may be, lo leyere a Judgment as this Land nc- 
ver ftclt, fince 1t was a Nation. 


Secondly, 
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Second!y,That God's Judgments upon a People 
ought not to be neglected ; much lefs,to be made 
ourPaſtime,and entertain'd with Raillery and Ri- 
dicule. Solomon fays,God ſcorns the ſcorners, and that 
He will laugh when their Fear cometh. 

Thirdly,Thatthe Peoples ſhedding the Blood of 
thcirSoveraign,was a Publick Crime, as well as a 
Publick Judgment. and Calamity. 

Fourthly, That -although the Effuſion of his 
Innocent Blood were no more then a private 
or a perſonal Crime, or the Sin only of thoſe 
Men who acted in it; yet the puniſhment 15s Na- 
tional, and the Land polluted. The Nation 1s 
one Body Politick, and the whole mult anſwer 
tor what one or a few Members have done 
amils. 

Fifthly, That the Pollution'of the Land with 
Blood, ſubmits the Nation to the Curſe of God, 


which he has ſaid he will ſometimes continue * 


ro the third or fourth Generation ; and the 
Fews when they were ſo vehcment for our 
Lord's dying as a Malcfactor, rook his Blood 
upon themſelves and their Poſterity. 

I come now to-the laſt thing I am to ſpeak 
to, and that 15, 

Secondly,That He upon whomGod's Judgment 
falls, is not always the' Perſon who offended, 
but the Innocent are many times the Sufftcrers, 


when the Guilty eſcape, and go trce. ye 
; O1 


—— 
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loſt his Crown and Life ; but it 1s, Wo to ws, for 
we have ſinned. : 
Kings have often ſuffered for the Sins of 
the People; and perhaps as often has an In- 
nocent Nation been ſcourged and plagued for 
” . the Sins of their King. For Firſt, David num- 
ber'd the People, which was not their fault; nor 
was it in their Power to prevent their being reck- 
on'd up, if the Prince of the People would have 
it ſo : But the Plague fell upon them alone, and 
| not upon the Perſon who had done the Offenee. 
David owns thus much in the Preſence of God 
and the Congregation : It is I that have ſinned, 
Lord, what have theſe ſilly ſheep done ? Secondly, 
the Son of Fercboam dy d young, or was by 
God removed outof the way by Death; not be- 
cauſe He had offended, but becauſe He ſhould 
not ſee the Evil which was to fall upon his Friends 
and Countreymen who had. © Heonlyof all the 
Houſe of Feroboam ſhall go to the Grave in Peace, 
becauſe in him was found ſome good. Flis good- 
neſs ſhorten'd his days; He was carly ripe for 
Heaven and for Eternity, as the rceit of his Fa- 
mily were for deſtruction: Yer this young Prince 
did not lole a Crown, which he might have 
come to'by flow ways of Succeflion and of In 
heritance ; but was haſtef'd and trantlated to 
a Crown that 15 Immortal. \ 
This young Son of Jeroboam, it 1s faid, went 
| down 
/ | 
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downto theGrave in Peace. I would here ſtop 
a little to enquire what is meant by a Man's 
going to the Grave 1n Peace. Is it to live as 
long as the Courſe of Nature will allow ? Is it 
to wear well for Tarecicore Years and Ten, and 
then to dyc an caly and a Natural Death * and 
the Lamp of Lite to go out purely for want of 
O11: No, far otherwiſe. Iris ſaid of Zofrah, that 


4 He ſhould go to the Grave in Peace. Behold 


I will gather Thee to thy Fathers, and Thou ſhalt 
be gathered to thy Grave in Pgace. Now I have 
alrcady ſhewn, That Fofrah was mortally wound- 
ed at Megiddo, and fcll in Battle : and how can 
ſuch a Man who 1s defcated, and dyes in War, 
be ſaid to go to the Gravein Peace? And yer 
Fofiah who fel by the Hand of an Egyptian ; 
and 7eroboam's Son, who was cut off by Death 
in the*moſt flouriſhing ſtate of life : I ſay they 
both went. to the Grave in Peace. 

Now to dye, or go to the Grave in Peace, 
docs not reſpect the kinds of Death, whether 1n 
Battle or on a Scaftold, or of old Agc, and in a 
Man's Bcd: but itregards the Perſon who dyes; 


and that Temper and Cheartulneſs and quicr 


of Mind wherein a man dycs. He then dyes 


in Peace, whom Outrages and Indignities can- ' 


not provoke to Anger ; and whoſe Patience re- 
remains unſhaken, when the Storms and Waves 
of Sorrow beat hardeſt upon Him. He dyes in 


8 . Peace 
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Peace, who reſigns his own Will to the Will 
and Pleaſure of him who made him; and wel- 
comes the moſt painful or ſhameful way of 
Dying, as the ready way to Immortality and 
.- Ecernal Life: Thus dyed 7oſtah, though he fl] 
in Battle; and thus fci] the Royal Martyr, 
though Murder'd in the face of the Sun, and 
. his own Subjects. How he wentto the Grave, 
It 1s not known; the Graves of Moſes and of 
King Charles being concealed by the Will of 
God to this -day. 

I confeſs, there's one Reaſon why Marty rs 
ſhould not ſo much be ſaid to die in Peace, as 
they who die in Battle, or in their Bed ; be- 
cauſe tho' they go out of the World with a 
calm and quiet Mind, yet their Blood calling 
tor Vengeance, ſeems to declare War: But in 
all other reſpe&ts, Men who die for Religion, 
and patiently ſuffer in a good Cauſe, though 
ſawn aſunder, or torn with wild Horſes, = 
devour'd by Birds or Beaſts of the Field, may 
very well be ſaid to go to the Grave 1n Peace. 

Ir is very true, that Sorrow, and Suffering, . 
and Death, did all come into the World to- 
gether, and were occaſioned by the fin of Man ; 
..and are all of them continued as Scourges and 

Judgments of God upon Man for fin. The Al- 
mighty has but one Arrow 1n his Quiyer ſhar- 
E per 
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per than theſe ; and that he ſends among us, 
when he puniſhes fin with fin; * when he ſuffers 
11] Men to harden in Impenitence, to encreaſc 
their Guilt, and thereby* conſigns them over to 
Damnation. This 1s the moſt dreadful, and 
amazing Judgment of God upon Earth, to 
leave a Man to a reprobate ſence, and hard 
heart, and on this {ide the Grave and Hell, 
withour all hopes of Redemption. - 

I know not but there may be Men in the . 
World, thus left to themſelves; who inſtead 
of repenting of a moſt horrid Murder, and of 
ſhedding Innocent Blood, have themſelves and 
their Poſterity, juſtified the doing it, and ad- 
vanced from the Blood of one King, to main- 
cain the Lawfulneſs of reſiſting all Kings. To 
fin, 1s not ſo great a faulr, as to vindicate and 
maintain the lawfulncſs of committing Sin: 
we are all ſinners, but hope God will give us 
Grace to repent and amend; and then we art 
again right in his ſight: But to ſhed Innocenr 
Blood, and to juſtify the doing 1t, 1s whar 
Highway-men, and common Thieves and Rob- 
bers will not do. | 

Now Reſiſting is a comprehenſive Word, 
and includes 1n it reviling and flandering, de- 
poſing and putting to Death ; and that, what 
way you pleaſe, whether by Ponyard or Piſtol, 
| on 
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on an open Theatre, or by Aſlaſlines in the 


High-Way. Any, or all of theſe are Law- 
-- tO as many as believe it Lawful to Re- 
iſt. 

Do but ad think, Who are they that have 
been plotting againſt che Lord's Anointed ? 
Who have been engaged in Conſpiracics ro 
murder him 1n ſecret, and by ſurpriſe? Who 
have been in Conſule and Intriguing with a 
Foreign Encmy to invade us; and wpon what 
bottom all this mighty procels has been form'd 
and founded, but upon this helliſh Principle, 
Thar it is Lawtful. ro reſiſt. Our Prince is 
hereby in as much danger 1n his Palace, or in 
his Bed, as formerly in a Battle; and his very 
Recreations may be as perilous, as when he 
ſtorms a Caſtle, or takes a Town. We have 


heard of theſe mens Crimes, and ſometimes of 


their Abſolution, but not a word of any. pub- 
lick. Repentance for -publick Sins; burall- go 
out of the World with-a quict Mind, or are 
only ſorry their Attempts ſucceeded not. Now 
this can proceed from no other Caule, but 
from that ſole Principle and Opinion, That:it is 


Lawful to reſiſt; and to embrew their Hands , 


in that Sacred Blood, which it1as been too fre- 
quently, and too far expoſed i in our Defence. 


E 2 wit | 
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I wiſh that fort of Men would deal fairly ; 
and - inſtead of vending among the People 
thoſe Jcſuitical Notions and Speculations, they 
would go directly to the Prince's Chambers, 
and. tell them Him, and give Him tmely no- 
tice to. look to Himſelf; for that thev will Re: 
bell when they pleaſe, and themlclves are the 
proper Judges of their own time. 

This 1s the real truth of the matter; and 
Men who juſtihe Refiftance, and. intend to 
practiſe it, do not intend to ask the King's 
leave when, they go about it; do not wait for 
an Order of Council, or a Patent or Inftru- 
ment under the Broad Seal; but their Conve- 
nience 1s their Commiſſion, and they bear 
their Authority on therr Sword's point. 

Thus, I ſay, God has given ſome Men over 
to a _reprobate Sence, and from Mardering 


_ ene King, to maintain, That all others may be 


hwfully Murder'd. This 1s ſurely the moſt 
dirctul Curſe, that ever happen'd toany People, 
to be given over to Impenitence and a hard: 
Heart; a Man m this ſtate, 1s gor within the 
confines.of Hell, even while he lives upon Earth, 
and: has gone fo. far within: the. Gulph, that he 

cannot return. 
Moſes. was.once angry,.and he repented. Da- 
vid 'was guilty of Murder and Adultery, _ 
S with. 
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with Tears he waſhed off the guilc of Blood, 

and of Uncleannels. S. Peter deny'd his Lord," | 

| and wept bitterly: Nav, Zzdas made ſome fort 
of Confcſlion, and ſeemed to be ſorry, when 
he returned the Money which was the Price- 

- — of Blood: Fudas himſelf never betray'd and” 
reliſted, and caught others to reſiſt : ſo that 
this 1s one degree above his Crime, and will be 
puniſhed in a place below him, 

Men of no Religion, and who have written. 
in behalt of a Liberty, I had- almoſt ſaid, in 
bchalt of an Indifferency of all Religions ;. yer 
have thought fit ro own, That Principles not 
confiftent with the repoſe, and quiet, and ſecu- 
rity. of. Government, ought: not to be tole- 
rated or endured. Now Men. who teach and 

juſtifie the Lawtulnets of refiſting Kings, main- 
, eain all Principles of Confuſion, in one word. 

For, Firſt, It will be hard to diſtinguiſh be- 
eween Reliſtance and Rebellion; they arc Twins; 
ſo very like each other, that -withour. forme 
niccty in Mctaphyſicks, a Man would. miſtake 
them for one and. the fame thing; 

Secondly, It a Man may Lawtally rctiſt, ' no 
man: can/Lawtully hindee Him, or put a ſtop 
to his Refiftance: for what. has any man to do 
to hinder or moleſt. me; when I am doing a 
Lawful: thing ? Iam then about: my: Lawful 


Employment. Thirdly; 
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| Thirdly, UK Refiſtancebe lawtull, and men do- 
ing lawtull Actions, are not to be hindered or 
moleſted; be ſare upon that account they cannot 
lawfully be puniſhed : and then all Treaſons 
-may .go '0n and proſper. 

And now as weare bound to pray for Kings 
and all in Authority ; fo it 1s no leſs our Duty 
to teach ſuch Doctrines as may lecure to them 
the Poſleflion of that Power and Soveraignty 
they have over us, and the Duty and Allegeance 
we owe them as God's Miniſters tor our good. 
It 1s not Aﬀection - alone, nor 1s 1t Principle 
alone, that renders Kings ſafe in the Enjoyment 
of ther Crown and Dignity : Principle 'may 
be too weak, when Afﬀection”1s loſt and gone; 

iy and Afﬀection for a Prince without Principle 


too, 1s but mutable and uncertain; our Love, | 
15apt to vary and change ; and Aﬀc&tion goes 
with Intereſt, and turns with 1t ; but when At- 
tection for a Prince, and a Principle. of Con- 
ſcience are joyn'd and united,they make a Bond 
that will hold a Sampſon, and which the | 
ſtrongeſt Man cannot break. | 
But to conclude. | | 
_ Firfl, Our Law andour publick Pravers com- 
plain ofa Murder committed as on This Day, and 
of the ſhedding Royal Blood : Lerus mourn and 


/ ſorrow for it, though as to our felveswehad no 


— 
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hand in it, (the Hcartmuſt grieve for whatthe 
hand does) and thereby we ſhall teſtify toall the 
World, That althongh there 15 upon our Land 
the Guilt of Blood ; yet we are not thoſe Sa- 
vages that delight in Blood. 

Secondly, God m his Juſtice took away Fo- 
fiah; and He frequently takes away'good Kings, 
when the fins of the People tempt and provoke 


- Himtco it ; He has hitherto been gracious to- 


us, and deliver'd our Soveraign both from hid> 
den Conſpiracies, and open Violence; and has 
been his Defence, when thouſands have fallen 
at his Right and Left Hand. Let us-not by 
our Sins tempt God to take from us that Blefli ing 
we enoy 1n Him. \ 

Thirdly, The Jews had aſa Temple and: 
City Zeruſalem deſtroy'd, and themliclves carried 
away Captive, after the Death of 7ofrab : think 
you they were Sinners aboye others? I tel] you 
nay. The ſame People of God the Jews for 
the Murder of our Saviour, were above Forty 
years afterwards finally ruin'd, they and their 
Children :- think ye they were Sinners above 0- 
thers ? I tell you nay. We know what follows. 

Here 1s hikewiſe the Cry of .Innocent Blood 
at this day ; and we cannot preſume that we 
have yet ſhed Tearscnough to waſh off vl, Rain: 
and pollution from our Land; but that _ 

. ang: 
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and- Childrens Cluldren may mourn under the 
Curſe and Cry of it. Wo. to us, &c. & 
This 1s a proper Subject for Feremy's Lamen- 
tation; here, a man might (with Him) wiſh 
his Head a Well of Water, and his Eyes a Foun- 
rain of Tears, to bewail the Miſcries due to ſo 
{infull, ſo ungodly, ſo ungovernable a People. 
Remember, 0 Lord, and let not thoſe things come 
upon us which our ſins deſerve. Let not our Inhe- 
ritance be turned to. ſtrangers, nor our Houſes to 
Aliens who would be TG over us. Spare us, good 
Lord! Spare thy People ! turn away thyWrath from 
zs, and together with all our other Iniquities pardon 
the Sinof this day, Thou who haſt ſhed thine own 


Blood to ſave us from Sin and from Wrath to came. 
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